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il approval, however disappointing to the | re 
“Special ‘comimittee, of ‘whose labors it | of 


nt ee ‘8 


‘were still. wasting ‘their bréath under the 
supposition that the Governor was not aanerely 
‘fooling with them. 


At the inquest in the.case of (oi Send. ‘ 


‘Square Gardén. disaster. yesterday, an amaz- 
‘ing-amount of incompetency and. reckless- 
ness was exposéd.. For example; Ourtis, 
‘the engineer of the Harlem Railroad Com- 
‘pany, who drew the plans for the additions 
-to' the ‘building, testified ‘that \ the ‘work: 
was of an inferior kind to that. called 
for by: the specifidations, He’ did mot 
examine the work, but’ trusted to” the 
Building . Department « to. notify him | if 
anything ‘was wrong.” The department 
did not notify him.: Srru," the “builder, 
who reported to the railroad company that 
the building was perfectly safe, gave it as 
his professional opinion that the disaster was 
“caused by the gas, which, being consumed 
‘from the burners in the -art gallery;. caused 
‘an intense heat which'so warped and twisted 
the roof-timbers that the fall of the roof was. 
inevitable. Nevertheless, from the begin- 
ning to the end of: his work ‘as contractor 
for the building, of the addition, he had no 
conference’. with, .any . —pérson © repre- 
senting the Building .Department.. Other 
witnesses gaye eyidenee as to the thinness 
,of the walls, the insufficient size of the tim. 
ber used, and the. disproportion. of. sand to 
cement in the laying of the walls; and all 
testified to the failure. of the Building De- 
“partment to take cognizance of what. was 
being done, Meantime, the Board of ‘Alder- 
men, having steadily, shielded the Superin- 
tendent of the Building Department:against 
all criticism, refused to come together at all 
yesterday, being aware that. certain. trowble- 
some questions would be forced upon ‘them. 
—_—_——_—_—_—— 
THE PRESIDENTS VETO. 

Mr. Haves’s veto of the Special Deficiency 
Appropriation bill has taken Washington by 
surprise; not that: a veto was unexpected, 

but that one based exclusively'on the fact 
that general legislation was placed in an ap- 
propriation bill had not been anticipated. 

Theré was nothing in the position of the Re- 
publican Party, nothing in ‘the: past course 
of the President, which rendered. such a 
veto probable. It’ is not to be denied that 
the principle laid down ‘by the--President is a 
perfectly sound one. All ‘‘ riders’’ are quite 
as objectionable as he paints them. The 
present one combined some of the worst feat- 
ures Of its class, It was addressed’ to a 
purely political question that had given rise 
to very violent différences of ‘opinion and 
feeling. It was attached to a bill of which 
‘the passage was important and-.urgent. It 
was @ resort to compulsory machinery for a 
‘political purpose, under circumstances, many 
of which make such a. device extremely un- 
desirable, 

‘But, while the soundness .of the Presi- 
dent’s position from the stand-point of-prin- 
ciple must be conceded, its advisability from 
the stand-point of expediency is open to 
quéstion. The particular “‘rider’’ to thie 
insertion of ‘which in an appropriation 
‘bill the President’. objects,’ and..on ac- 
count of ‘which ‘he assumes thé’ respon- 
sibility. of practically defeating the 
bill, ‘was in principle’ a moderate one. 
It .was based upon, the ‘suggestion ’ of 
the leader of the opposition in the House of 
Representatives. ‘ It involved the concession 
of the constitutionality of the Election laws, 
and was» professedly an attempt to guard 
‘their operation from tendencies which Re- 
publicans had admitted to be.dangerous,.. It 
is true that the ‘rider’ may have hada 
real purpose different from its professed. 
one; its actual effect might have 
been nullify’ the laws which 
it pretended to amend and improve; 
that, in any case, it was. intended to -enitrap 


‘leading politicians. 


object of’ the effective administration of the 


laws: for the protection of the suffrage has 


been neglected, abandoned, and rendered 
difficult of attainment, if not unattainable. 
RRR 


MR. SHERMAN’ S BROTHER-IN-LAW. 
win the Administration which came into 
power on the 4th of March, 1877, and which 
was. pledged, among other things, to the 
‘most, radical reform of the public service, 
came also that eminent reformer, Mr. Jomn 
Suerman, of Ohio. Among the most: in- 
timate and. trusted friends of . the new 


‘Secretary of the Treasury was his 
‘brother-in-law, * 


Col. C. W,  Movitos, 

also of Ohio, who had, in his turn, a trusted 
friend inthe ‘person_of Mr. D, N; Oomm- 
Gorm, of the same State. Col. Mounron 
has achieved some national notoriety of late 
as thé -manager of Mr. SaeRrman’s: Presi- 

dential Bureau, and as the confidential agent 
of the Secretary in the manipulation of State 
conventions and of delicate negotiations with 
In the early months of 
the new Administration, Col. Mounton was 


‘mot yet. immersed ‘in political diplomacy; * 


his time appears to have been occupied 


with looking out for’ Government contracts 


likely to prove of pecuniary benefit to him- 
self and his friend Commxaors. Hé natu: 
rally turned his attention to the New-York 
Gustom+house, which his brother-in-law 
was, even then, burning to reform. He 
succeeded early in July jim obtaining ‘a 
contract to perform for three years the labor 
in the United States Public Stores in this 
City, ‘for the ‘sum ‘of $37,000.° That is to 
say, the contract wasawarded to Mr. RoBERT 
C, Brown, .of Harlem, who had a silent 
partner in Mr, D. N. Comuneors, repre- 
senjing the joint interest of himself and Col. 
MovunTon. . 

In the old dav when: Col: Movt‘ron was 
in ‘charge of the supply depot of the Quar- 
termaster’s Department at Cincinnati, Mr. 
Cominaorr belonged to a contracting firm 
specially favored in. its dealings with that 
department. At that time Mr. Saerman 
was Chairman of the, Senate Committee 
on Finance. At the same time Col. Mout- 
TON had for assistant Capt. G..P. WEssrmr, 
who appears in the Public Store contract as 
the attorney for the late RoseRT 0. Brown, 
who ran as Republican candidate for Sheriff 
last Fall... Of the latter, it is only necessary 
to say that he was selected as the ostensible 
and working contractor for the labor at. 
the. Public’ Stores because of the _ belief 
that. he would observe with perfect 
honesty. the terms of any contract 
which he might make. with his silent 
partner, Oomincore, and ‘lis ‘unseen 
partner, Moviron, ..The best proof that his 
partners had the. best of the bargain is that 
Brown dieda poorman. The 7th of July saw 
the first contract settled, as will be perceived 
from the documents elsewhere published ; 


‘by the 17th the indefatigable Commncore is 


trying to find out ‘facts and figures about 
other things. to ‘take. hold of; on the 6th of 
August he réports Mounron and Was- 
sTeR in consultation in Washington; 
by September he wants’ a _-statement 
ofthe profits to lay before ‘*the Colonel ’’ 
in Cincinnati, and scents another contract in 
the cartage business; in October he ‘gets 
his first draft of $1,000, of which he stands 
greatly in need; having'spent so much money 
on the Colonel’s expenses and his own, and 
because he wants to send. the Colonel once 
more to Washington, where his services may 
be needed by the'firm. 

~ In December, 1877, we find Mounron-and 
| Commncor® in on in Washington 
over.a third scheme to contract for the open- 
ers’ ahd packers’ labor in the Custom-house. 


resistance | +A kind of ne ~~ ‘to. 


aca old 7 hag rg a Pr 9 i 
ite. eee aon 


“Tt won't: hurt us, and will 
take the club. out of . their hands,” 


‘very much as we [they] desire. about 
changes, provided. our [their] friend can man- 

ange the Collector.” Gen, Panmer is al- 
luded to as a person who professed to. have 
& great deal of influence with the 
Collector, .and he ‘ig the only officer 
in the Custom-house ‘who seems to have 
been én rapport with Movuron. & Co. The 
opening of the correspondence introduces 
Mr, SHeRMAN’s brother-in-law as a nego- 
tistor-of Government contracts, its close 
leaves. him in his more recent capacity of 
political agent, in whom the manage- 
ment of grave Presidential interests 
seems to have developed. new  cau- 
tion and a certain indifference to minor 
forms ofjobbery. Itis to be feared that the 
larger prizes which now occupy the mental 
horizon of the Colonel .are likely to prove 
quite as deceptive as ‘the contracts 
which engrossed his attention two years 
ago. To his relative and patron this 
brief chapter of semi-official ‘history .may 
suggest that a man’s worst foes are those of 
his own household, and that to # Presiden- 
tial aspirant an intriguing brother-in-law 
thay prove quite as awkward ‘an incum- 
brance as a wicked, nephew. 


pa 
‘PRISON REFORM LEGISLATION. 

A bill, proposed by Gen. SuAnrs, has re- 
cently been referred, to the Committee of the 
Whole in the Assembly, of gréat impor- 
tance to this, State. It is a step similar: to 
that which,.a few years since, partially re- 
formed the poor-houses of the State—an ‘act 
transferring the care of the county jails 
from the.local authorities to those ‘of the 
State. It should be understood by our 
readers; not familiar with such matters, that 
the‘old English system—dating back to the 
time of ExzzaneTa—of leaving the charge 
of paupers, lunatics, and. petty crimi- 

nals. .to.. the, separate counties or 
local administration, has ‘been followed 
here till within ‘a very few years, though in 
many. directions, abandoned. in England 
itself. It was, a system which suited our 
general habits of administration, and was sup- 
posed to call out the. supervision and sym- 
pathies of each local body. As time went on, 
however, it became in many aspects more 
and more unadapted to. the progress of our 
community. It retarded all true reform in 
our poor-houses'and jails. The modern meth- 
ods of improvement for petty criminals and 
pauper children and lunatics all look toward 
classification and individual treatment. This. 
was impossible in county jails find alms- 
houses. The inmates were obliged to be 
herded together, old} and . young, , male 
and female, the criminal and innocent, 
the sane'and insane. Since> the time of the 
colonies our county jails and poor-houses 


have been the most horrible features of our so- ‘| 


ciety—schools of crime and centres of suffer-. 
ing and degradation. No dark places of 
crime and misery in the civilized world have 
alms-houses. . The first great step of reform 
was made under the leadership of the State 
Board of Charities in transferring the lunatics 
to State asylumsand the pauper children either 
to State institutions or to private families 


, and would in ee. inter- 
fovernar’s constitutional privi- 





die. He inust be able to see that he is great- 
ly in the way of Mr. Buarye.and Mr, Sumr- 
MAN, and that nobody—except the people— 
wants him to be nominated for the Presi- 
dency. . He’ must, by. this time}: be fully 
cdmvinced that the experience gained by two 

terms ‘in the White House has rendered him 
unfit to fulfill the duties of the Presidency, 
and that his one object in life is to overthrow 
our liberties and establish a despotism: In 
these circumstances, how can he excuse his 
conduct in continuing to live and exercise the 
inalienable right of an American citizen to 
accept a nomination, provided it is offered 
to him ?.. The truth is, Gen.’ Grant is an 
unfeeling,’ cruel man, and he would reject 
with scdm, the idea of. dying just to please 
Mr. "BLawve and the Tridune. 

It is Gen: Grant’s: own fault that his ob- 
stinacy has compelled his opponents to bring 
forward an entirely new series of arguments 
against him., He would not..congent to be 


‘driven -into obscurity by the’ publication of 


the loathsome fact’ that if he is nominated at 
Chicago ‘he will accept the. nomination, and 
he has outlived the terrible . charge that he is 
fiendishly determined to insult the. memory 
of WASHINGTON by accepting a third term. 
Hen the disclosure of his infamous purpose 
of making himself. Emperor has ad no ef- 
fect upon him, and he cannot complain now 
that the new argument that his son and his 
wife have made some.alleged remarks, is re- 
luctiixitly brought to public attention by the 
chivalric friends of . the plumed and particu- 
larly maghetic knight. 

Some weeks ago it was asserted by a news- 
paper correspondent: that Col, FREDERICK 
GRANT remarked on done occasion, when 


‘thob of Mexican idlers crowded around the 


General’s carriage,’ that, “were such a thing 
to be'done in Washington, some of the mob 
would be put‘in the guard-house.”” A thrill 
of horror Was at once/felt by all intelligent 
Americans. It was bad enough that. any 
young man should haye expressed an unfa- 
vorable. opinion of the conduct : of -a mob 
that was annoying his f , but that the 
son of a'man who might bea Presidential 
candidate should have thus spoke was intole- 
rable. . Col. Grant's remark clearly demon- 
strated that Gen. Grant is'a cold-blooded 
wretch who. wants to put everybody in the 
guard-house. " Tt ia a warning to the Ameri- 
can,people that perpetual’ imprisonment 
awaits évery one of themin case. Gen. GRANT 
is re-elected, and is ‘alone a sufficient réason. 
for. giving the Chicago. nomination to the 
gallant Buarsm, who would not put any- 
body—except..Chinamen and Mr. Muzaz- 
G@an—in the. guard-house. f 

A little later, still further evidence ‘of the 
unfitness of! Gen. ‘Grawr’ for the Presi- 


May and. 


recently ceded to Montenegro to be evacuated with 
out gtvying the 94 hours’ notice agreed upon in the 
treaty, and the bands flocking In as the 
Turkish troops out, took possession of the 
towns and forts and refuse to give them up. Three 
Montenegrin battalions had been placed on a war 
foating as an army of occupation, but Prince Nicu- 
onas declines. to: conquer a. territory which ‘is his. 
already, and which he feels sure the powers, whom 
be. has advised of the Sultan’s treachery, will take 
measures to plice in his hands. It is not probable 
that any serious fighting has taken place 
as’ yet, The hot-blooded Albanians are in a 
a state of. chronic revolt, and the conflict ot which 


Servian band they: may chance to meet. It is cer- 
tain that. Moxurar Pasha is making no real effort 
to rednce them to submission, for there is ample 
evidence that the course they have taken was ad- 


| vised and inspired by the officers in the Turkish ser- 


viee, acting andar orders from 

pretext. of the’ Albanians.is that the 
of the frontier gives a strip of their national terri- 
tory to Montenegro, a cession which they are de- 
termined to resist. The territory in question is es- 
sential to the prosperity and stability of Montene- 
gro, but, unfortunately, it happens to be largely 
inhabited ‘by..Catholic Albanians, who have been 


The 


‘constantly at war with the: Montenegrins. There 


are’ just. enough Mohammedans among them -to 
give.some color of justice to the reason which 
the Sultan has assigned for . non-intervention, 
that hes unwilling to allow his troops 
to act against Mussilmans.. The Porte’s conduct 
toward Greece is on & par with its observance of 
the Montenegrin treaty. It has lately instructed 
the Governors-General of Epirus and Thessaly to 
stirup the chicfs of the Albanian League and the 
brigands to. harass. the International Commission 


and prevent its accomplishing anything toward the. 


adjustment of the Gresco-Turkish frontier, In. ad- 
dition, to the, dangerous complications. which the 
Sultan’s perfidy constantly creates, it is asserted 
thatthe agents of Russian, Austrian, and Italian 
intrigues are yery active just now iy the Balkan 
States. Taking it all together, there is a large 
amount of explosive material lying around in that 


cornér of Europe. 
CR 


It may now be regarded as‘settled'that a na- 
tional bank may as a part of its legitimate business, 
receive special deposits of securities, &c., either 
with or without compensation, and that whether it 
is or is not paid for the service rendered, the bank 
will be liable for the loss of the securities resulting 
from negligence. The law has been laid down to 
this effect by the Supreme Court of the United 
States in an action against the. First National Bank 
of Carlisle, Penn. .The complainant had deposited 
with, the. bank forsafe keeping $4,000 in United 
States bonds. The Cashier gave a receipt for them, - 
and was in the habit. of cutting off the coupons as 
they became due, collecting them, and placing the 
proceeds to the owner’s credit on the books of the 
bank. The officers of the bank were accustomed 


to receive like deposits from other persons. . No 


charge was made for this service. The bank was 
a bailee without: reward. These facts were known 
to the Directors. The plaintiff's bonds were stolen, 
and suit was brought for their ‘value. The jury 
found that the officers of the bank were cognizant 
of all the material facts relating to the receiving 


‘and keeping of the deposits, and that. the: loss was 


due to gross negligence on the part-of: the: officers. 
On these facts, the Supreme Court holds the bank 
Mable; If a bank, says the opinion, be accustomed 
to® take « such ‘deposits as the one here in 
question, and this ig. known and acquiesced in 
by the Directors, and the property deposited is lost 
by the groes negligence of the bailee, a lability en- 
suds in like manner as if the deposit had been 
authorized by the terms of the charter. But, apart 


‘from: general principles, the National Banking act 


frees the question from doubt. (canyon 
after the failgre of a national bank to pay its circu 


lating notes, &¢,, *‘it shall nab helawhel for the ar- 


suffering the tame.to pay out any of its 


sociation 
| notes of bills, or otherwise prosecute the business 


| of banking, 


and reformatories. ‘This was followed up. | th 


by. the close inspection. and consequent’ re- 
form of many rural poor-houses under Miss 
Scruximr’s sociéty for aiding public .chari- 


‘ties. It. may-safely be said that no measures 


in the, history of the State of New-York 
have ever relieved so much human misery as} 


| its legitimate business, 

'} deposits,” and this. implication is as effectual as. an 
‘express declaration of the same thing would have 
jaera We do ‘not mean,” says the court, thas @ 


except to recetve and safely keep 
moneys belonging to ft, and to deliver special de- 


pont” This impli¢s dlearly, in the opinion of the 


Supreme. Court, that a national bank, as a part of 
may receive such “special 


bank can “convert itself into a pawn- 


whether paid or-not, is bound to exercise due afl 
gence for their safe keeping: 
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ie! tree’ wclicals' a Ditnals Ihave’ coll the 
State in the past seven years $1,056,987. This. does 
ene ee ene Seren 
funds. 

The Raleigh <x} Mina wipe ania ole 
lady of that city wears jsix diamond. rings om one 
finger, and suggests that she needs a gold band 
around her héad. 

The Hon, ‘Michael Uiahootfer, who, ae well 
as the Hon, Levi Robbins, the cesttenarian, was 9 
member of the State Assembly in $819, still sur 
vives... He is more than’ 90 years old. 


The Republican Convention of Pike County, 
Miss., instructed strongly for Grant aa thelr “main 


reliance and hope for peace, safety, and pi 
to every section and nee man of our “common 
country,” ‘ nome 


that when It spoke of the,“ ‘servant-girl graduates ” 
of an “‘institute;”* it was simply due to the pervers!- 
ty of the types,’ “the sweet girl graduates * being, 
of course, intended. 5, 


Ex-Gov. Pollock, of ‘Pennsylvania, during 


machinists, 
discharged from ita employ on & : 


curred in his house, but # fire:-was. dete 
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